
2025 COMMUNITY
EVENTS
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Grounded -36 W. Main St.
Underberg Chiropractic - 216 E. Main St.
Bobcat Cafe - 220 E. Main St.
Squish - 13 W. Main St.
Lucky Friday - 12 N. 1  St.st

Brown’s Shoe Fit - Under New
Ownership
Cherry Bliss Spa - Relocation to 1 W.
Main St.

Throughout the year, we proudly brought
our community together by hosting a wide

variety of engaging and family-friendly
events. From giving back during Team Up to
Clean Up to celebrating creativity with Build

a Mother’s Day Bouquet, each event
offered a unique way for the community to
connect. Downtown came alive with energy

during Rev Up Downtown, while
imagination took center stage at our
Storybook Walk and the always-joyful
Ridiculous Day. Seasonal favorites like

Haunt the Block and our festive Holiday
Stroll wrapped up the year with tradition,
fun, and holiday cheer. Together, these

events helped create memorable
experiences, support local businesses, and

strengthen our sense of community. We
extend our sincere thanks to our generous

donors and volunteers, whose support
made these events possible and helped us
continue creating meaningful experiences

for all.
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This year, volunteers contributed
1,209 hours in support of our
downtown. Valued at $34.79 per
hour, these efforts represent an
investment of $42,061.11 in our
downtown community. This
remarkable impact highlights the
power of volunteerism—and
presents a meaningful opportunity
to invite others to get involved and
help shape the continued growth
and success of our downtown. If
you’d like to get involved with
downtown, send us a message!
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MCBD business owners are reminded that
the Safety & Security Grant is still available.
The City of Marshalltown offers a 50%
reimbursement to support safety-related
improvements such as cameras, lighting
upgrades, and rear-building trash
enclosures.

GRANT REMINDER

THANK YOU TO
OUR VOLUNTEERS!

END OF YEAR DIRECTOR
REMARKS FROM DANIELLE
LEKIN
      As I reflect on my first year as Executive
Director of the Marshalltown Central Business
District, I am struck by how much I have
learned and how deeply my appreciation for
this community has grown. I stepped into this
role not knowing exactly what to expect,
armed only with my love for Marshalltown and
a desire to be interwoven into its fabric. Over
the past year, that love has only deepened as
I’ve had the privilege of learning from this
place and its people.
     I am deeply grateful to the community
members who have welcomed me, to the
MCBD Board for their support and guidance,
and to our many community partners who
have mentored me and helped shepherd the
way forward. This year has been filled with
learning new things, exploring new places, and
meeting new faces. As we’ve focused on
strengthening community gathering spaces,
supporting local businesses, and building a
strong and sustainable organization, I’ve seen
firsthand how these efforts come to life
through collaboration and care.
     I’ve celebrated businesses opening their
doors, admired those that continue to grow,
and gained immense respect for the
businesses that remain steady and faithful in
their presence in Downtown Marshalltown.
From learning the definition of a berm to
discovering some of the quietest corners of
downtown, every experience has added to my
understanding of this district—but nothing has
left a greater impression than the people. As
we look ahead to 2026, I am excited about the
ideas we are bringing forward and the
opportunities to continue building, learning,
and spending time together in Downtown
Marshalltown.

GROW WITH GOOGLE
We are excited to announce our
partnership with Grow with Google. In
2026, MCBD Director Danielle Lekin will
host a series of workshops designed to
equip small businesses with practical tools,
resources, and insights to support their
growth and success.
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